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i | == -H E Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly finding, 


That. many Miniſters had not received His preſeit 


Piety and Virtue, and preventing and puniſh- 
ing of Vice, Protanenefs and Immorality, only 
a a few Copies having been ſent to Sheriffs; and 
confidering how much it is their Duty ro concur 
in that Matter, did agree, that che foreiaid Pro- 
'clamation ſhould be reprinted, and Copies tent to 
Pre e for every Pariſh in their reſpective Bounds ; and it is 
defired that Care be taken, that Miniſters read the fame from their Pulpits, 
with ſuitable Exhortations ; and it is entreated that Sy nods, Fresbyterics, 
Minifters and Riders uſe their beſt Eadeavours, for the turtehr Reforwa- 
tion of Manners, and the more effectual curbing and ſuppreſſing of 
Profaneneſs and Vice, and promoting true Religion and fe idus God!i- 
neſs; and to excite unto, and recommend Family-Religion, and Arte: d- 
ance on publick akon + and fee to the Execution of the gth Act of 
eld in the Year 1722, with the other AQs 
mentioned in the Sth and 14th Inftructions given by the Gencra] 
Aﬀembly, anno 1717, to their Commiſſion, and renewed by the late 
Aſſembly ; alſo that Care be taken tor extirpating ot Idolatrous and Su- 
perſtitious Practices, and ſuppreſſing of POper rx. „ 


It being found, that notwithſtanding there be clear Acts of Parlia- 
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ment, for a School in every Fariſb, and former General Aſſemblies have 
frequently recommended to Presbyteries to hold Hand to the Execu:. 
tion of theſe Acts; and that the Genera] Aſſembly in the Year 1719 hy 
their 4th Act, and the Commiſſion by their Letter, dated th 


F Day of March 1724, did give Directions and Enco agement in 


that Matter; yet there are diverſe Pariſhes who want Schools, and hate 
never ſent hither any Account of their Diligence in what was thereby 


recommended, nor where the ſame ſtops: And-theretore it is deſired, 
that Presbyterics' may yet do their Part therein, without fur- 
ther Delay, and ſend in to the General Aſſembly, or the Commiſſion, 


or Procurator and Agent for the Church, a full Extract of their! Dili- 


gence in that Matter, with an Account of what obſtructs this good 
. ES | 
The Commiſſion dbes again recommend to Presbyteries to rake Care, 
that all Maſters in Colleges, and Schcol-waſters within their Bounds, 
ſubſcribe*and engage, according to the Act of Parliament ano 1707 ; 
Likewiſe, that Miniſters, at their Ordination and Admiſſion, and Proba- 


tioners, before they be licenced, do ſubſcribe to, and come under the 


Engagements mentioned in the 1oth Act of the General Aſſembly ia. 
the Year 1711: Alſo that Elders ſign the Fozmala in the 11th Act of the 
General Aſſembly anno 1694; Likewiſe that the 11th Act of the late 
General Aſſembly, concerning licencing Probationers, be oblerved, and 
that Presbyteries take Care of what was recommended by the late Com- 
miſſion, and General Aſſembly, for writing Licences, Acts of 9 
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Eldinbuig h, March 14th, 1708.0 


and Admiſſion, fince the 2d Day of eAaguff 1714, on the Crown 
| ſtamped Paper; ſeeing ſuch not fo written, is declared not to bear 
; Faith in Law); and beſides, the Subſcribers are liable to a great Penalty, 
| and *tis to he feared that Proſecutions on that Account will be com- 
menced, when ſuch illegal Deeds appear. | . 
I am allo appointed to put Presbyteries in Remembrance of the 11th 
Act of the General Aſſembly anne 1709, concerning their uſing Endea- 
'vours for having a Library at the Presbytery Seat, where publick Li- 
braries are wanting, and appoint that the Libraries under the Presby- 
teries Care be all viſited, and the Books compared with the Catalogues, 
that it may be known whether theſe Libraries are encreaſing or de- 
creaſing ; and the former Recommendation for a Contribution for a 
Library to the new Presbytery of Gairloch is renewed, and Presbyteries 
are dellred to return a Report of their Diligence, concerning Libraries, 
to the General Aſſembly, or Commiſſion thereof, as ſoon as they can. 
There is now an Opportunity put in our Hand, beyond whatever our 
Predeceſſors had, for reforming the Highlands and Iſlands, and carrying 
on the Intereſt of Religion therein; but we are much ſtraitned at pre- 
ſent for want of fit Perſons having the 1r:/þ Language, to be imployed 
in that good Work, and there are a great many Students having that 
Language, who are offering to follow their Studies, in order to qua- 
lify themſelves to ſerve this Church; and therefore the Commiſſion 
entreats, that Synods and Presbyteries may conſider the State of their 
Burſeries, and ſend an Account thereof to the next General Aſſembly, 
with the Names of theſe who now enjoy the ſame, and when their 
Time runs out; and whether any of their Burſers, having Iriſh, be fit to 
be entred on Trials, or have been lately licenced. | 
Some Pariſhes are yet deficieat in ſending in their Collections for pro- 
moring Chriſtian Knowledge, and for new Churches in Strathnaver and 
New Tork, building a Bridge over the Water of Dee, and for the Harbours 
of eAberbrothwick, Banff and Anſtruther, and other charitable Contribu- 
tions, recommended by the General Aſſembly ; and it is recommended 
to Synods and Presbyteries to put Deficients in Remembrance there- 
of, and to ſend in their Contributions for theſe pious Uſes to the Col- 
lectors, with their Commiſſioners, to the next Aſſembly. This, in Name, 
and by Order of the ſaid Commiſſion, is ſignified to you by, . _,. ... 
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4 | 1 Tour affettionate Brother and 


2 = | | Servant in the LORD. 
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